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was in the end of great advantage to the people of the land,
it was of immediate advantage to the Irish Bar. Tim Healy,
in his memoirs, says it is impossible to exaggerate the interest
taken in land cases at this epoch : to landlords, every defeat
seemed a Waterloo ; to tenants, every victory an Austerlitz.
Edward Carson's abilities were already known to the people
of the Leinster Circuit; the discomfiture of the bottle-nosed
one had spread far and wide, and it is fair to say that the
tenants discovered his talents before the landlords were
compelled to take notice of them. Many was the " fair rent "
which " Counsellor Carson " secured for the poor people of
the Leinster Circuit in those days. In one of these cases the
landlord had gone to the expense of calling three " valu-
ators " (the Irish term for " valuer ") to inform the County
Court Judge of the high value of a certain field rented by
Carson's client, Carson asked that the other two valuators
should be out of Court while one of them was giving the
Court the advantage of his expert testimony. The first
valuator came in, and, after being carefully examined in
detail as to the field, gave its fair annual rent as ^10 15^. %d,
The second valuator gave precisely the same assessment,
Carson let them alone, but when the third valuator came
and repeated exactly the same figure he considered that his
turn had come to intervene.
Carson: "Ye said ye went over the field carefully, by
yourself? "
Witness; " Yes."
Carson : " What sort of a field did ye find it ? "
Witness : " It had a wall all round it : I noticed everything
about it."
Carson :c< Did ye notice any coincidences about the field ? "
Witness: *c Yes, indeed ; I didn't rightly recall it at first,
but now ye come to remind me, there was a little heap of
them lying up in a corner of the field by themselves,**
So successful was Carson as an advocate for the tenants,
and so fiercely did he throw himself into his cases that a
deputation once called upon him to beg him to be the " No-
Rent " and " Nationalist" member for WaterfordL They
could scarcely believe their ears when he told the deputation